May 19, 2017

wife. He asked her hand in marriage on
a Sunday and married her less than a
week later, on Wednesday.

Mr. Parrish, thank you for your serv-
ice to our country, and I hope your in-
spiring life will serve as a lesson for all
those who know your story.

With Memorial Day approaching, I
encourage everyone in our Nation to
take time to reflect on the sacrifices of
our veterans, thank our Nation’s vet-
erans, and understand the importance
of their service.

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF
REFUGIO OIL SPILL

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to recognize the second
anniversary of the devastating Refugio
oil spill off the Gaviota coast in my
district.

I remember all too well the horri-
fying sights and smells when over
100,000 barrels of crude oil poured from
the Plains All American pipeline rup-
ture. Our local funds were stretched as
we mounted our cleanup effort that
ended up costing over $100 million. The
full extent of the damage to our local
economy and environment in our re-
gion won’t be fully known for years.

I was pleased that President Obama
signed into law last year the SAFE
PIPES Act, directing the Department
of Transportation’s pipeline safety pro-
gram, PHMSA, to increase the fre-
quency of their pipeline monitoring on
the California coast. We must ensure
that PHMSA is fully funded to ensure
that it can effectively monitor our oil
pipelines and hopefully prevent future
disasters like the Refugio Plains All
American pipeline oil spill.

————

HONORING DEPUTY MICHAEL
SCOTT WILLIAMS

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of fallen Taylor
County Sheriff’s Deputy Michael Scott
Williams.

On the morning of October 31, 2016,
Deputy Williams put on his uniform
and climbed into his patrol car, head-
ing to the job he loved. He was trag-
ically killed in a collision that morn-
ing.

Deputy Williams joined the Taylor
County Sheriff’s Department in May of
2015, and was promoted to officer in
charge, serving as his sergeant’s second
in command. He dedicated his life to
law enforcement. For him, it was not
just a job; it was a calling. Friends and
family described Deputy Williams as a
quick study and an experienced law-
man who loved to make people laugh.

This week, Deputy Williams was hon-
ored at the National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service in Washington, a fit-
ting reminder that his heroism will not
be forgotten.
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Please join me in honoring Deputy
Michael Scott Williams and all of our
fallen law enforcement heroes who
have made the ultimate sacrifice to en-
sure our safety.

———

TAX SYSTEM BROKEN

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, our tax
system is broken and in desperate need
of comprehensive reform. I am ready to
get to work on a simpler Tax Code that
is fiscally responsible, makes our busi-
nesses more competitive, and gives re-
lief to our working families. But Presi-
dent Trump’s plan, if you can call it
that, is not the answer.

According to the Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget, Trump’s tax
plan will cost $5.5 trillion over the next
10 years. Instead of targeting relief to
the deserving middle class, President
Trump wants to give big breaks to the
wealthiest Americans. It is time to
stop pretending that tax cuts that
favor the wealthy somehow pay for
themselves. They don’t.

Conservative economist Gregory
Mankiw has said that only one-third of
the cost of tax costs is recouped from
growth. So Trump’s tax plan would ac-
tually be paid for by blowing up the na-
tional debt. That will crowd out invest-
ment and hurt economic growth, which
is the opposite of what we want.

We have to do better for working
Americans, and I express my interest
in working with Members on both sides
of the aisle to do just that.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Police
Week, an opportunity to recognize the
brave men and women in blue.

This week is meaningful to me and
my family, for my oldest son is a police
officer in Michigan, and I could not be
more proud of him and his service.

Too often, we take for granted those
who every day put on a badge and a
vest to protect us and our commu-
nities. Events across this country have
been politicized and stretch the rela-
tionship between law enforcement and
their community. Let us not have poli-
tics overwhelm the dedication and
commitment of our men and women in
blue. Our lives, and indeed our free-
doms, are safeguarded by the thin blue
line. We owe the men and women in
uniform, those who put themselves at
risk every day, a simple thank you and
simply our respect.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to give the police
officers at our doors here, the officers
throughout our communities, and my
son, a simple thank you.
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COMMON SENSE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican healthcare repeal bill is a
giant step backwards. It will leave mil-
lions of Americans without any insur-
ance and many more paying more
money for less coverage. Worse, it will
reduce protections requiring insurers
to treat fairly those of us with pre-
existing conditions.

Instead of this disastrous plan, we
should be working together to improve
healthcare, building on the progress of
the ACA, and finding solutions to what
isn’t working.

Let me offer one example. I recently
introduced the Common Sense Em-
ployer Notification of Special Enroll-
ment Act, or Common SENSE Act.
This bill would require employers to
inform people leaving a job that they
not only qualify for COBRA but also
qualify for a special enrollment period
to purchase insurance on the ACA mar-
ketplace or enroll in Medicare, which
is often less expensive than COBRA.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will help Amer-
icans save money and seniors avoid
last-minute enrollment penalties. I
urge my colleagues to support the
Common SENSE Act and join me in
finding commonsense ways to improve
our healthcare, not to dismantle it.

———

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
WEEK

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my sincere thanks to
all of the men and women who serve
and have served in law enforcement in
the State of Colorado. These men and
women put themselves in harm’s way
to protect the citizens of our great
State.

I would like to especially recognize
the Aurora, Littleton, Greenwood Vil-
lage, and Brighton Police Departments,
as well as the Arapahoe, Douglas, and
Adams County Sheriff’s Departments
for their tireless work in doing their
best to keep our communities safe.

I am proud to say that these munic-
ipal police and county sheriff’s depart-
ments within the Sixth Congressional
District of Colorado are exceptional
and should be recognized for their ex-
traordinary public service.

These men and women of law enforce-
ment are dedicated to public safety. In
honor of National Law Enforcement
Week, I would like to thank not only
those who serve in law enforcement in
the State of Colorado but all those who
serve across our country.

———

POLICE WEEK

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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